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Windsor Education Foundation Awards $15,000 in Mini-Grants
The Windsor Education Foundation (WEF) has awarded fourteen mini-grants to support projects proposed by elementary and secondary teachers in the Windsor Public Schools.  The awards continue an annual grant program sponsored by the Foundation, a nonprofit organization with the goal of supporting excellence in Windsor’s public schools.

All Windsor Public Schools teachers were eligible to submit proposals for creative and innovative programs focused on improving student achievement. The projects funded range from visiting artists to book publishing and will involve students from kindergarten through grade 12. Among the initiatives that the Foundation monies will support are: 
· A community service project sponsored by Stacy Paley, a second grade teacher at Clover Street who will teach students to knit squares and assemble a blanket to be donated to Project Linus, a non-profit organization that provides blankets to hospitalized children.
· A two day residency by a Liberian writer and drummer who will work with Clover Street second and third graders to develop their creative writing, story telling, and public speaking skills. This artist-in-residence initiative was proposed by Lisa Thomas, Challenge Resource teacher and is also being supported by the Clover Street PTA.

· The development of a Math Topic Bag program at Poquonock School which will provide students with additional math practice at home. The take-home activity bags will be developed by Lisa Bress, the Math Interventionist. Ms. Bress will also work with Jenifer Phelps, Family Resource Leader at Clover Street, to expand that school’s Topic Bags program.
· A project aimed at increasing students’ physical activity through the introduction of Frisbee Golf at Poquonock School. Michael Farr, physical education teacher, plans to integrate math and writing skills while at the same time improving physical fitness and sportsmanship.

· The opportunity for kindergarten children in Irene Hilbert’s class to publish a book about their Sensory Saunter adventure at Northwest Park. The young authors will place copies of their book in both the Roger Wolcott and Windsor Public libraries and share them with the fellow students and families as well.
· A Lego Robotics project proposed by Jaf Chiang, the eighth grade Math Challenge teacher, who will promote logical and analytic thinking in his students as they assemble and program robots to perform specific tasks. Mr. Chiang is hopeful that this grant activity will encourage his students to pursue computer programming in high school.
· A three day visit and workshop at Sage Park by Joe Young, a professional cartoonist, writer, and animator. Mr. Young will work with middle school art students to create six-panel comic strips while teaching them about character development, written text, and flash animation. The project was proposed by Sage Park teachers Shirley Cowles, Jonathan Schneider, and Lisa Smith.
· The chance for ninth grade Early Global Studies students to explore the relationship between Windsor and events in 17th century world history by engaging with primary source materials and meeting representatives from the Dutch New Netherlands Museum. This Dutch Explorers in Windsor? project was developed by William Spaulding, a social studies teacher at Windsor High School.

The foundation awarded a total of $15,330 this year.  Jane Garibay, President of the Windsor Education Foundation says “Windsor has great teachers and students, and our mission is to support and enhance an already good system by making it possible for teachers to implement good ideas in their schools and classrooms.” 

 

 
